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State of California

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

SALES AND USE TAX REGULATIONS

Regulation 1587. ANIMAL LIFE, FEED, DRUGS AND MEDICINES.

Reference: Sections 6018.1, 6358, and 6358.4, Revenue and Taxation Code.

 (a) ANIMAL LIFE. Tax does not apply to sales of any form of animal life of a kind the products of which ordinarily constitute food for human consumption (food animals), as for example, cattle, sheep, swine, baby chicks, hatching eggs, fish, and bees. Operative January 1, 1993, food animals include ostriches. Operative January 1, 1996, food animals include emus. Operative January 1, 2000, the term “food animals” includes any form of animal life classified by the California Department of Food and Agriculture, by regulation, as livestock or poultry intended for human consumption under sections 18848 and 25408 of the California Food and Agricultural Code. Tax shall not apply to sales of such newly defined food animals on or after the date the related California Food and Agricultural regulation is effective. The term “food animals” does not include any forms of animal life which are commonly kept as pets or companions, the sale of which for food is prohibited by Penal Code section 598b, nor does it include any horse, the sale of which for human consumption is prohibited by Penal Code section 598c. For example, cats, dogs, horses, mink, and canaries are not food animals.

(b) EXEMPTION CERTIFICATES.

           (1) FEED. Sellers of feed should secure feed exemption certificates with respect to sales of feed of a kind customarily used both to feed food animals and to feed non-food animals which is purchased for food animals, and with respect to sales of all feed which is purchased for non-food animals being held for sale in the regular course of business. The following form of certificate is suggested:

                   “I hereby certify that all of the feed which I shall purchase from             E and R Quality Feed                      
                       16515 Highland Valley Road, Ramona, CA. 92065                Sellers Permit # 101-021332        
                    will be purchased for use as feed for food animals or for non-food animals which are being held 

                    for sale in the regular course of business. This certificate shall be considered a part of each                                                                                        

                   order which I give unless such order shall otherwise specify.

                                                     This certificate shall be good until revoked in writing.”

                    Name______________________________________________________________________

                    Address____________________________________________________________________

                    Phone #____________________________________________________________________

                   Occupation__________________________________________________________________

                   Seller’s Permit No. (if any)_______________________________________________________

                   Signature____________________________________________________________________

Sellers of feed need not secure feed exemption certificates with respect to sales of feed of a kind ordinarily used only in the production of meat, dairy or poultry products for human consumption or with respect to sales in small units (two standard sacks of grain or less and/or four bales of hay or less) of feed of a kind customarily used either For  food production or other purposes (feeding work stock), or with respect to sales of feed that is specifically labeled by the manufacturer for food animals. In the absence of evidence to the contrary, it will be presumed that all such feed are to be used in producing meat, dairy or poultry products for human consumption.

